BHSEC PTA GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

Oct. 23, 2008

The  Bardware sale and Phone-A-Thon volunteer sign-up took place from 6:00 to 6:15, after which the meeting was called to order.

1) MINUTES:  Minutes from the Sept 18, 2008 PTA meeting were distributed and approved as is.

2) UPCOMING PTA EVENTS
Eileen McColgan, PTA Co-President, talked about upcoming events and asked for someone to volunteer to be the Auction Co-Chair. We also need volunteers to help with the Teacher Appreciation Dinner.

3) BUDGET/TREASURER’S REPORT
Leslie Salzman, Co Budget Officer 

Total income budgeted for this year is $81,000. We are hoping to raise $100,000. 

We have raised just over $4,000 to date. 

We have incurred $7,000 thus far in expenses. 

We are proposing to increase school expenses by $21,000.

Money will go to Text books ($10,000), faculty supplies, arts committee, year book. etc. 

PTA seeking to raise our budgeted expenses by $2,000 for processing fees for pay-pal and credit card donations. In addition, we propse to allocate $670 to the Garden Club to make the yard more beautiful. 

4) NOMINATIONS FOR 9TH GRADE SLT REPRESENTATIVE:
Candidates introduced themselves.

1. Berta Perea - child, Caramina Perea Chamblee, 9th grade. 

2. Jean Chan, child Christina Yung, 9th grade.

3. Cindy Colter, child, Taimur Ahmad, 9th grade.

 5)PANEL DISCUSSION

Before discussion a motion to suspend the business portion of the meeting, to accommodate the panel discussion, was accepted.

PANEL MEMBERS:

Clarissa Coffey, 9th grade & College Math teacher

Michael Lerner, Dean of Studies

Leah Gessof, Guidance Counselor

Daniel Freund, 9th/10th grade Advisor & History teacher

Christina Wright, 10th grade parent

Rob Dieterich, 10th grade parent

Roxlyn Moret, 10th grade parent

Michael Lerner, Panel Chair, provided an introduction.

Key points of tonight's discussion - Social transformation and Academic Transformation

1. Social transition is generally very easy at BHSEC.

2. Academic transition is much harder. Grades can decline in the first years. Parents need to look at academic habits of their children and help reinforce good habits. Tutoring is available for all students. Encourage your kids to go to tutoring if needed, meet with their teachers and to work together with other kids. 

Daniel Freund:

1. Kids need to learn to seek help. Tutoring is very common and should be utilized.

2. Your child might not know how to succeed. Many incremental steps are necessary to get a good grade. 

3. Kids must learn when to work. Turn off internet to make homework time more efficient.

4. BHSEC is four year program. It is a process. Your student may take four years to improve to where they want to be.

5. Don't force your kids to manage your anxiety. They will manage their own. If grades aren't good, don't add stress.

6) ANNOUNCEMENT
Carol Turitz:

Cell Phone usage is a zero tolerance policy. As long as we don't see them and hear them it is fine for students to carry them for safety purposes.  If we do see or hear their phone, we take it away for one week.

7) ELECTION 

For 9th Grade SLT Representative.

-Cindy Colter was elected as the 9th Grade SLT Representative.

-Berta Perea is the alternate.

8)BUDGET:
Motion to approve the proposed budget amendment, increasing income and expenses by $20,000 was approved.

 9)MEETING ADJOURNED: 

Next meeting Nov. 20rth at 6pm.  

Minutes prepared by: Miriam Fishman, Co-recording secretary and approved by vote of general membership on November 20, 2008.

