PTA MEETING - Thursday, November 20, 2008
6-8pm BHSEC Auditorium


Socializing 6:00 – 6:30 pm* 
 (Light refreshments provided)
NEW BARDWARE HOODIES ROCK!  The first order of the new hoodies sold out in two nights! We've got more, but we can't promise how long they'll last. –  Get yours now!
iTOUCH RAFFLE TICKETS – Only $10 per ticket to win a $399 iTouch!  Download more songs, videos, and books than you can imagine into a sleek little package.  Drawing to be held at PTA Holiday Party on Dec 11th.
Business Meeting 6:30 – 7:30 pm
AGENDA

- Distribution and Approval of October 23rd Meeting Minutes


- Principal's Report:  Budget Cuts and Progress Report

- Co-President’s Report: 

- Treasurers’ Report:

- Committee Reports:

- New Business/Announcements (see back)

Summer Study Abroad Program

IPod Touch Raffle Tickets available on line


Plan Ahead: Upcoming Events

Thursday, December 4th  --  PTA Executive Board Meeting 6 pm at the school

Monday, December 8th – School Leadership Team Meeting, 5pm at school

Thursday, December 11th–PTA HOLIDAY PARTY
Student performances including classical  and rock ensembles and the step team.  Food and fun for faculty, staff, students and parents.  Join us in celebrating the BHSEC Community! 6:30 to 8 pm at the school.  Potluck – bring an hors d'oeuvres or dessert for 8-10 people and a canned food or other non-perishable for the food drive.
Sunday, January 11th – NY Times Bestselling author Peg Tyre will address BHSEC families. 

The Trouble with Boys, by Peg Tyre, examines how the educational system shortchanges boys and what the implications are for our sons and our schools.  Peg will talk about her findings and lead a discussion with BHSEC parents.  Whether you have a son or a daughter, the issues Peg raises and how schools should respond are points which concern us all.  Join us for what is sure to be a lively afternoon!  We meet at Kush Lounge, 191 Chrystie St., two blocks south of Houston on Sunday, January 11, 2009, from 3-5 p.m. Mark your calendars now!.  Admission will be charged for this event and there will be a cash bar.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

GET YOUR iPOD TOUCH RAFFLE TICKETS!

The PTA is raffling a 32KB iPod Touch.  For only $10 per ticket you can enter the drawing for a $399 iTouch.  With a contoured, polished stainless steel design, iPod Touch combines the functionality of an iPod with the touch screen styling used by the iPhone.  The 3.5-inch widescreen display is perfect for watching movies, playing games, and reading or listening to books.  The drawing will take place at PTA Holiday Party on Dec 11th, but you need not be present to win.  Take advantage of this quick and easy way to help support BHSEC and get a chance to win something yourself!  

Tickets on sale at PTA events (including the Holiday Party) or online.  To purchase online, please send an email to bhsecpta@gmail.com and put “Raffle” in the subject line.  Tell us how many tickets you want and the name of the person who will be making online payment.  Then go to bhsec1pta.org and use the regular online donation form to make your payment.  You will receive your electronic raffle ticket(s) by email.

LPI study abroad program for BHSEC. 

Earlier this month, Carol Turitz sent a note to all parents about the LPI study abroad program.  This is a summer program for students to study abroad to improve their Spanish or French.

Olivia Tamzarian, a representative of LPI will be giving presentations to Amy Wright's Spanish classes on November 25th and will be hosting a Dean's Hour session on Nov. 26th. If you want more information please email or call Olivia Tamzarian (olivia@lpiabroad.com, 800-259-4439), sign your student up for the dean's hour on Nov, 26th with Whitney Bates, and/or contact Mona Molarsky (monamol@mindspring.com), whose daughter Marina participated in the program last year. Olivia is also available to meet with parents on an individual basis if they email me a time.

To volunteer at PTA events or ask questions, contact PTA Co-Presidents:   Lynn Chandhok @ lynn@chandhok.org  or
Eileen McColgan @ etmccolgan@verizon.net
BHSEC PTA GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

Oct. 23, 2008

The  Bardware sale and Phone-A-Thon volunteer sign-up took place from 6:00 to 6:15, after which the meeting was called to order.

1) MINUTES:  Minutes from the Sept 18, 2008 PTA meeting were distributed and approved as is.

2) UPCOMING PTA EVENTS
Eileen McColgan, PTA Co-President, talked about upcoming events and asked for someone to volunteer to be the Auction Co-Chair. We also need volunteers to help with the Teacher Appreciation Dinner.

3) BUDGET/TREASURER’S REPORT
Leslie Salzman, Co Budget Officer 

Total income budgeted for this year is $81,000. We are hoping to raise $100,000. 

We have raised just over $4,000 to date. 

We have incurred $7,000 thus far in expenses. 

We are proposing to increase school expenses by $21,000.

Money will go to Text books ($10,000), faculty supplies, arts committee, year book. etc. 

PTA seeking to raise our budgeted expenses by $2,000 for processing fees for pay-pal and credit card donations. In addition, we propse to allocate $670 to the Garden Club to make the yard more beautiful. 

4) NOMINATIONS FOR 9TH GRADE SLT REPRESENTATIVE:
Candidates introduced themselves.

1. Berta Perea - child, Caramina Perea Chamblee, 9th grade. 

2. Jean Chan, child Christina Yung, 9th grade.

3. Cindy Colter, child, Taimur Ahmad, 9th grade.

 5)PANEL DISCUSSION

Before discussion a motion to suspend the business portion of the meeting, to accommodate the panel discussion, was accepted.

PANEL MEMBERS:

Clarissa Coffey, 9th grade & College Math teacher

Michael Lerner, Dean of Studies

Leah Gessof, Guidance Counselor

Daniel Freund, 9th/10th grade Advisor & History teacher

Christina Wright, 10th grade parent

Rob Dieterich, 10th grade parent

Roxlyn Moret, 10th grade parent

Michael Lerner, Panel Chair, provided an introduction.

Key points of tonight's discussion - Social transformation and Academic Transformation

1. Social transition is generally very easy at BHSEC.

2. Academic transition is much harder. Grades can decline in the first years. Parents need to look at academic habits of their children and help reinforce good habits. Tutoring is available for all students. Encourage your kids to go to tutoring if needed, meet with their teachers and to work together with other kids. 

Daniel Freund:

1. Kids need to learn to seek help. Tutoring is very common and should be utilized.

2. Your child might not know how to succeed. Many incremental steps are necessary to get a good grade. 

3. Kids must learn when to work. Turn off internet to make homework time more efficient.

4. BHSEC is four year program. It is a process. Your student may take four years to improve to where they want to be.

5. Don't force your kids to manage your anxiety. They will manage their own. If grades aren't good, don't add stress.

6) ANNOUNCEMENT
Carol Turitz:

Cell Phone usage is a zero tolerance policy. As long as we don't see them and hear them it is fine for students to carry them for safety purposes.  If we do see or hear their phone, we take it away for one week.

7) ELECTION 

For 9th Grade SLT Representative.

-Cindy Colter was elected as the 9th Grade SLT Representative.

-Berta Perea is the alternate.

8)BUDGET:
Motion to approve the proposed budget amendment, increasing income and expenses by $20,000 was approved.

 9)MEETING ADJOURNED: 

Next meeting Nov. 20rth at 6pm.  

Minutes prepared by: Miriam Fishman, Co-recording secretary.

Co-President's Report





Nov 20, 2008

Faculty & Staff Appreciation Dinner at Parent Conferences:  Dinner was a great success.  Congratulations to Janny Huisman, Gennie Perez, and Stephanie Salomon for a well organized and wonderful feast.  Thanks also to the many parents who contributed food or money for the event.  The PTA would also like to especially thank Evelyn Martinez and Carol Turitz who went above and beyond in helping to ensure the event’s success.

I Touch Raffle – PTA is having a raffle for an iTouch.  Tickets are $10 each and the drawing will be held at the Dec 11th Holiday Party.  In addition to selling tickets at PTA and school events, the raffle will be publicized to the faculty and staff and an online purchase option is also available.  This procedure is outlined on the back of tonight's agenda and is also described in the newsletter which is being mailed this weekend.  An email will also go out on this.  Students may not purchase tickets directly, although parents may do so on their behalf.

Vision Warrior Drug Awareness Program:  Program held on Nov 3rd for 9th graders only, attendance by Year 1s was cancelled due to faculty concern that program interfered with classes (PTA did not handle scheduling of event).  Discussion at last PTA Ex Bd meeting determined that program and future scheduling should be re-evaluated.  In addition, Ex Bd is initiating a more comprehensive discussion of health/safety/substance abuse and sex education issues with a broader BHSEC constituency – Health and Safety Committee, Guidance, Student Government, SLT, etc.  More on these discussions at a later date.

Save the Date Postcards for Arts Events: Cards went out electronically publicizing student/faculty arts events over the next few months.

Dec 11th PTA Holiday Party:  This year we are planning a party for the entire BHSEC community –parents, students, faculty and staff.  We will feature performances by various student groups (chamber and rock ensembles and step team) with a finger food hors d’oeuvres and dessert potluck.  Drawing for iTouch at close of party.  Plans still in development; suggestions and participation welcome.  Please add your name to sign up sheet which is being passed around.

Phone-a-thon:  We completed our phone-a-thon last night.  Thank you to the many parents who participated in this effort and to Leslie Salzman and Susan Graham, who organized it and batted clean up.  We are still entering all the data, so are not yet in a position to report the results.  However, a few observations:  Larger donations were down compared to last year, making the effort to reach our target all the more difficult.  Not surprisingly, we heard from lots of people facing uncertain or difficult financial situations.  We had many more people this year whose agreed to make a commitment at some point in the future or who were unable to specify an amount they could commit to.  On the positive side, people were using the installment option and many continued to give, or gave for the first time in smaller amounts.  Ultimately that is what matters.

OFFICE OF STUDENT ACTIVITIES
November 2008

Dear Parents, 

Eileen asked that I share a bit with you about OSA and what it has available for your students. Since my schedule prevents me from attending PTA meetings, a letter seemed like the next best thing.

Office of Student Activities

OSA does a lot, but below is a list of the main projects it is concerned with

Volunteer opportunities and internships – I help connect students with outside programs of interest. I put out a fall guide and there will also be spring and summer versions as well. For a student interested in doing work outside of BHSEC, the guides (also listed online) should be their first stop. The list is compiled of organizations and programs that are familiar with BHSEC and its programs and generally like having our kids around.  If a student doesn’t find a program of interest then they should stop by and see me so we can discuss other options. There are a plethora of programs in the city, so it would be impossible to include all of them in the guides!

BHSEC clubs and activities – I keep a record of all active clubs along with their rosters and attendance. Students who do fundraising for their clubs on school grounds must also bring the money raised to me to be counted and given for the BHSEC bank account.

Year 2 Activities – I help coordinate a variety of Y2 activities including the Bard Ball, commencement and the senior trip.  I work with the Y2 committee to plan and execute fundraising activities as well as the coordinate the details of their activities.  I also coordinate and collect all Y2 dues.

BHSEC World – International Studies at BHSEC

BHSEC World is an initiative I created last year as a way of streamlining the myriad of travel opportunities for BHSEC students.  Along with working with other faculty and staff to coordinate BHSEC’s exchange programs (Spain, China and Turkey); I also work to connect students with other opportunities for travel through outside programs.  In addition, I work to inform students of internationally-oriented programs in the city such as cultural weeks and speaker series.

Staying Informed 

Getting information out of your child is probably not always easy.  To help mediate this, I created weblogs for both OSA and BHSEC World that I actively update.  You can get to the OSA blog from the BHSEC website:

1. Go to http://www.bard.edu/bhsec/
2. Click on the “Student Life” header

3. Click on “Student Activities”

4. Welcome to the OSA blog!

To get to BHSEC World’s blog, simply click on the “BHSEC World” tab from the OSA site.

You can access of variety of information from the blogs including:

· A list of active clubs and their meeting times

· Events happening around the city

· Programming opportunities for students

· Year 2 events and deadlines

· Information on our current exchanges (BHSEC World)

· Links to other travel programs (BHSEC World)

· **Coming soon – spring and summer internships and volunteer opportunities

Subscribe to the Blogs

To avoid the hassle of checking the sites everyday, you can also subscribe to the blogs.  This way, updates I make to the blog come straight to your e-mail inbox! You can unsubscribe at any time.  To subscribe:

1. Go to the OSA home page

2. Enter your e-mail address in the “Subscribe by Email” box in the left sidebar

3. Click “Subscribe”

Follow the same process for BHSEC World, with the subscription box in the right sidebar.

BHSEC Calendar

As always, you can check the BHSEC calendar from the BHSEC website to find out about OSA events.  Simply select “Student Activities” from the drop down menu once the calendar opens.

Keep in mind that OSA does not organize BHSEC Athletics. For information on tryouts, practices, game times and all things sports-related, you should contact Maryah Nardone or Chris Gagstetter in the Physical Education Department at extension 1010.

I hope you will take advantage of the websites and calendar and use them to stay updated on events both at BHSEC and around the world!  As always, feel free to contact me if you have questions or concerns related to student activities.

All the Best,

Whitney Bates

Student Activities and International Program Coordinator 

