PTA MEETING - Thursday, September 18, 2008

6-8 pm BHSEC Auditorium


Socializing and Committee Sign Up 6:00-6:40 pm* 
 (Light refreshments provided)

During the socializing portion of the meeting, each PTA committee will have a station for volunteer sign up and to ask general questions about committee opportunities

In addition, FABULOUS BARDWARE will be available for purchase – tees, totes and sportpacks. 

COMMITTEE DESCRIPTIONS ARE ATTACHED ON PAGES 7-13 

Business Meeting 6:40-8:00 pm

AGENDA


- Distribution and Approval of June 5, 2008 PTA Meeting Minutes (SEE ATTACHED)

- Introductions of

o BHSEC administration, staff & faculty

o the 2008-9 PTA executive board and interim committee chairs                                                                                                                              







(Contact info attached)


- Principal’s Report: Q. & A. session with Principal Ray Peterson

- Co-President’s Report: PTA 2008-2009 goals and objectives


- Treasurers’ Report: PTA 2008-2009 budget & fundraisers review (SEE ATTACHED)

- Committee Reports: (SEE ATTACHED)
- SLT nominations for 9th grade representative (Position description attached)

- New Business


Plan Ahead: Upcoming PTA Events:

Friday, October 3 – Breakfast with the Principal Q&A  7:45 to 8:45 am


Thursday, October 23 - PTA General Meeting: Election of 9th Grade SLT parent representative, 





           Amendments to 2008-2009 PTA budget

Mid October – Date TBD – Adjusting to Bard:  Information Session for 9th grade Parents




       

        Sponsored by the 10th grade Parents.


To volunteer or ask questions, contact:  bhsecpta-owner@yahoogroups.com
or PTA Co-Presidents:   Lynn Chandhok @ lynn@chandhok.org 

                          Eileen McColgan @ etmccolgan@verizon.net
Minutes for June 5, 2008 PTA Meeting

A motion to approve the minutes of the prior meeting was made by Kate Sheehan and seconded by Mary Van Valkenburg.  The motion was passed by a show of hands.

A warm welcome was extended to the new 9th Grade and 10th Grade families on behalf of the PTA and by Principal Ray Peterson.  Mr. Peterson also thanked the PTA for its efforts and hard work throughout the year (noting, for example, how successful the May auction was) and encouraged parents to be active and involved members of the PTA.  Mr. Peterson stated we do not yet know what the DOE budget cuts will be for the school year 2008-2009, but it does not look very promising—current indicators pointing to a budget cut of approximately $200,000.

Susan Graham briefly went through the Co-Presidents’ report, highlighting the upcoming election of the PTA Executive Board and SLT parent representatives.  The process for election of officers for 2008-09 was described.

The meeting next turned to Committee updates.  The Executive Committee expressed their appreciation for all those serving on various PTA committees.  The progress of improvements on the school’s physical plant was noted, including plans for the summer.

The Co-Presidents then announced the slate of candidates for the PTA Executive Board:

Lynn Chandhok (Co-President)

Eileen McColgan (Co-President)

Michelle Roman (Co-Vice President)

Sally Charnow (Co-Vice President)

Shawn Campbell (Co-College Vice President)

Stephanie Salomon (Co-College Vice President)

Patti Veconi (Co-High School Vice President)

Julie Madison (Co-High School Vice President)

Annie Leung (Treasurer)

Leslie Salzman (Co-Budget Officer)

Rowaida Ahmed (Co-Budget Officer)

Miriam Fishman (Co-Recording Secretary) 
Gennie Pérez (Co-Recording Secretary)

Melanie Vasquez (Corresponding Secretary)

A motion to elect the unopposed slate of candidates was made and seconded.  The slate of candidates was elected unanimously.

The meeting turned to the selection of SLT representatives.  It was explained that 9th Grade SLT representatives would be selected in the fall.  The 10th Grade through Year II SLT representative candidates were announced:

10th grade Candidates
Thelma Goris 
Virginia McEnerney 

Year I Candidates
Jonathan Levine 

Sarah Phillips Mathews (A) 


Year II Candidates
Susan Graham 
Rita Campon (A)

A motion to elect the slate of unopposed candidates was made, seconded and carried unanimously.  By a show of hands, Virginia McEnerney was elected the 10th grade parent representative for the SLT and Thelma Goris was elected the alternate. 

Principal Raymond Peterson was in attendance to certify the election process.

The outgoing Executive Committee was thanked for their service, hard work and efforts on behalf of the school and the community.

Next, the Budget Overview for 2007-2008 was presented.  The proposed Budget for 2008-2009 was presented next.  A motion was made and seconded to approve the Budget for 2008-2009.  The motion was passed by a show of hands.

An announcement was made that remaining Rock the Kasbah auction merchandise would be raffled.  Also Bardware was sold.

The next PTA meeting date was announced as September 18, 2008.

The meeting adjourned at approximately 7:30 pm.

Submitted by: Deborah Elkind, Recording Secretary

2008 – 2009 PTA EXECUTIVE BOARD

Co-Presidents

Eileen McColgan - etmccolgan@verizon.net

Lynn Chandhok - lynn@chandhok.org
Co-Vice Presidents

Michelle Roman - Mc7Rom@aol.com

Sally Charnow - sally.charnow@hofstra.edu
Co-College Vice Presidents

Shawn Campbell - dsnecamp@optonline.com

Stephanie Salomon - sgs24@columbia.edu
Co-High School Vice Presidents

Patti Veconi - pattiveconi@hotmail.com

Julie Madison - julie.a.madison@abc.com
Treasurer

Annie Leung - annielg@gmail.com
Co-Budget Officers

Leslie Salzman - salzgub98@earthlink.net

Rowaida Ahmed - rowaidaahmed@yahoo.com
Co-Recording Secretaries

Miriam Fishman - miriamfishman@hotmail.com

Gennie Perez - gperez10029@yahoo.com
Corresponding Secretary

Melanie Vasquez - mvasquez308@yahoo.com
2008 – 2009 School Leadership Team

9th grade SLT representatives will be elected in the fall.

10th grade

Virginia McEnerney - Vmcenerney@nyc.rr.com

Alternate: Thelma Goris - TCG1042@gmail.com
Year I

Jonathan Levine - JL@jonathanlevinephoto.com

Alternate: Sarah Phillips Mathews - smathews@slc.edu
Year II

Susan Graham - SGraham@kenyon.com

Alternate: Rita Campon - rita.campon@parsons.com
TO COME

2008-2009 Budget, approved June 5th

Carol you will have to print this separately as it is a pdf file and I cannot copy it into word without messing up the formatting.

File attached separately.  We can stick it in here and number the pages manually as 9a and 9b (or what ever the numbers work out to be)

2nd page of budget

BHSEC PTA COMMITTEES FOR SCHOOL YEAR 2008-2009


Information Sheet And Requests For Volunteers
Architecture:  CHAIR/CO-CHAIRS NEEDED
The BHSEC Architecture Committee is a group of professionals who act as advisors to Principal Ray Peterson on matters pertaining to construction and renovation of facilities. Parents serving on the committee usually have expertise in the areas of architecture, school construction, facilities management, and NYC architectural history. New parents with expertise in areas related to architecture, construction, design, landscaping, project management, building management, structural engineering, audio, lighting and electricity, etc. are encouraged to consider joining this very important committee.  The first meeting is Tuesday, October 7, 6:30 at BHSEC (room TBD).
Meetings have generally been held once a month on the first Monday. 

If interested, contact Martha Olson, Dean of Dean of Administration at olson@bard.edu
Arts
If you have an interest in promoting the arts at BHSEC then please join the Arts Committee! Our goal is to ensure that the Arts – Visual and Performance (Dance, Music and Theater) are well supported by the parents and that the opportunities for our children continue to grow and inspire.  In late September/early October we will hold a meeting of all Arts Committee parents to finalize the Committee’s plans. We hope that you will be able to attend. The PTA has actively supported the Arts in the past, and this year we look forward to having a strong committee.
Whatever your volunteer interest…from a few hours (such as selling or collecting tickets or chaperoning field trips, etc.) to project related (communications, strategy, etc.) we would like to hear from you.  Our plans for the year are still being formulated and we need to know what all the BHSEC constituencies (parents, faculty, administration and, of course, students) feel are the most critical activities for this year’s PTA Arts Committee.  Please indicate your interest and we will contact you about the upcoming meeting. (Don’t worry if you cannot attend the meeting – we still want to hear your ideas!)

Please contact Christina Wright, (parent of Jackson Rogow, 10th grade) at cwright750@gmail.com or at 646-242-1016 (cell) for more information. Thanks!
BOYS TALK GROUP: CO-CHAIR NEEDED
In its fourth year,  this support group, which aims to meet once a month,  is open to all parents/guardians/custodians who would like to get together to discuss issues relating to High School boys and their adjustment at BHSEC.  You also invited to join our online group @ boys-talk@yahoogroups.com.  
For more information, please contact Co-Chair Gennie Perez @ gperez10029@yahoo.com 
Cafeteria:  CHAIR/CO-CHAIRS NEEDED
Over the past three years, the PTA has been working with the Student Environmental Design Committee to improve the atmosphere in the cafeteria. We’ve painted and wallpapered, installed sound baffling, replaced the noisy refrigerator, hung student artwork, and added a few decorating touches. The last element of this plan is to install better lighting in the cafeteria. The money is in the budget, but the child of the PTA parent spearheading this project has graduated.  We need a few parents to complete the last phase of the project.  The committee would especially benefit from a parent who has a good eye for interior design. 

Please contact Eileen McColgan at 212-226-2750 or etmccolgan@verizon.net or Lynn Chandhok at lynn@chandhok.org



FUN(D)RAISING   AUCTION CHAIR/CO-CHAIRS NEEDED

No doubt about it. Fundraising takes a lot of hard work and is often challenging, but it can also be a huge amount of fun! As a small school, we need your help!  We are in the process of deciding what our fundraising initiatives will be this year.  We are planning a Benefit/Auction in the Spring and a Film Screening with a noted Director. We are open to other ideas on additional fundraising events and activities.  We are specifically seeking a Benefit/Auction Chair (or co-chairs) so we can get started on the Auction earlier in the academic year. We are also looking for a Chair or Co-Chairs for the fundraising phone-a-thon (see next committee). 

If you would like to be on the Fundraising Committee or the chair the Auction sub-committee please contact Fundraising Committee Co-Chairs Barbara Weinreich at barbara@mnarch.com or (212) .222-6226 or Janny Huisman at jan.huisman@verizon.net or (718)624-4823

PHONE-A-THON   CHAIR/CO-CHAIRS NEEDED
Here’s your chance to spend time with other Bard parents while raising much needed funds for the PTA.  The Phone-A-thon is planned for early November at the UFT offices in downtown Manhattan (50 Broadway) and we are looking for as many parents as possible to make phone calls and do limited follow-up.  We are looking for a chair/co-chairs to run the event (the procedure is already in place) as well as volunteers to assist with the phone-a-thon.  This is a sub-committee of the Fundraising Committee.

For more information or to volunteer your services, please contact Fund Raising Co-Chairs Barbara Weinreich at barbara@mnarch.com or (212) .222-6226 or Janny Huisman at jan.huisman@verizon.net or (718)624-4823


GARDEN

Parent volunteers are responsible for creating and maintaining the beautiful plantings in the yard next to the school.  If you have access to plants or want to indulge or develop a green thumb, we can use your help.

If interested, please contact Sonia Laudi at soniyard@aol.com
GRANT WRITING

We need writers, researchers and people with contacts to help us develop as many grants as we can to support the existing programs at BHSEC and to develop new sources of support.  Previous grants have funded many of our health/fitness programs, our science equipment, auditorium renovation and student and teacher exchange program with schools in Shanghai, China and Istanbul, Turkey.   
We need lots of help to continue developing the programs that will enrich our students' experiences while at this special school.  If you don't have time to help, but you have contacts in the foundation world, please let us know that as well, as personal contacts will open many doors.

If you can help, please contact Martha Olson, Dean of Dean of Administration @ or Cathy Iselin, Program Officer at ciselin@bhsec.bard.edu
Health & Safety  CO-CHAIR NEEDED
A parent voice is crucial on the Bard Health & Safety Committee (H&SC) to help BHSEC attain its goal of providing our children with structured intellectual challenges in a SAFE environment. Another vital duty of the H&SC Parent Representative(s) is to keep one of BHSEC’s most powerful goals on track: balancing the need for discipline and consequences for high school students with the need for well-earned trust and freedom for Years One and Two.

The H&SC reviews and formulates policies, enforcement and consequences for all issues of health and safety on campus. We monitor every aspect of student academic and extracurricular life. The committee gets monthly feedback from all school meetings so the H&SC Parent Rep. is a crucial position to facilitate communication between staff and families

Health Concerns include: Health alerts; Medical Office policy and Health Aid Worker concerns; Cafeteria food (which is excellent) & nutrition plus safety & general condition of the school’s physical space; Facilitating student- and/or faculty-requested workshops (alcohol, drugs, etc.)

Safety Concerns include: approval of the D.O.E. Safety Plan; security for students/faculty during arrival and dismissals; security of school and personal property and the physical safety of students & faculty throughout the building; addressing concerns of S.S.A. personnel; student behavior in the building; visitor policy; fire safety/ monitoring alarm pulls & fire drills; addressing reports of graffiti; acquiring updates on ongoing construction projects; outreach to Lower East Side community; maintaining good relations with local NYPD precinct (7) and S.S.A. Youth Officers

The committee, which meets mid-day once a month @ 11.45am at the school, is a comprised of a great group of people and participation can be educational, enjoyable and rewarding. Please join us.

If you have any questions or would like more information, please contact PTA Co-Representative Roxanne Powell at rdp0903@verizon.net.

HOSPITALITY  CHAIR/CO-CHAIR NEEDED
This is the committee for those who do not like committees. Instead of meetings, we are in charge of parties. Members of this group are responsible for making sure there are always plenty of drinks, ice, and fabulous food at BHSEC events. Without us, there would be no FUN. We’re the ones who help bring out the crowds of fascinating Bard parents for holiday feasts, PTA meetings, and fundraisers. We’re the ones who bring the feast. 

What’s in it for you? Just the undying appreciation of faculty, kids, administration, and fellow parents. Also, the hospitality committee does not hold separate meetings. All our work is done via email and phone calls. 

What we need: volunteers to organize food donations and help with set up and clean up for the following events:

· PTA meetings (scheduled for Oct. 23, Nov. 20, Jan. 22, Feb. 26, Mar. 26, Apr 23, and May 28 -- all Thursdays).  Light snacks and water are provided at every meeting. 

· TEACHER APPRECIATION DINNERS: held twice a year, during parent/teacher conferences. Thursday, October 30th and Thursday, April2nd. This is a dinner prepared by parents as a tribute to BHSEC’s wonderful (grateful and hungry!) faculty.  Beverages and food are also sold to parents during the Parent Teacher conferences to benefit the PTA.  

· The BHSEC Holiday (potluck) Party (and general PTA meeting), Thursday, December 11th.

· The Auction (date to be determined, most likely in early May)
· The Sports Award Celebration and End of Year/Welcome New Families picnic, dates TBD in June. 

We also need volunteers to:

· “Meet and greet" at PTA and school-related events, e.g., welcome parents to PTA meetings, etc.

· Help serve at various functions, e.g., help serve pizza and drinks to the students before the Winter (Jan 13-15) and Spring (June 2 and 3) concerts, student plays (Dec 16-18) and May 19-21), help serve cake and tea after the Graduation convocation (June 25) in the Spring, etc. (Note that all these dates are tentative.)

If you are a good cook or love to bake, if you speak a language other than English, if you are interested in fostering community and getting to know the dynamic group of parents at Bard HS Early College, the hospitality committee is for you. We also often need delivery volunteers.  

To help, please contact Eileen McColgan at 212-226-2750 or etmccolgan@verizon.net or Lynn Chandhok at lynn@chandhok.org

Newsletter
The newsletter committee’s primary responsibility is to publish a quarterly PTA Newsletter and to coordinate all aspects of newsletter editing/production, sponsorship, and distribution.  Newsletters are mailed to students and their families.  

If you interested in helping on this committee, please Mona Molarsky at monamol@mindspring.com and  David Kallick at  ddkallick@fiscalpolicy.org

Sports

The Sports Committee supports all of BHSEC's  PSAL teams and sports clubs.  We work with Maryah Nardone, BHSEC's Athletic Director, to further the development of extra-curricular athletic opportunities for our children.  The Committee also organizes the annual Sports Awards Banquet in June to recognize our student athletes.  The committee generally meets about once a month.
To volunteer or learn more, please contact Co-Chairs Allan Miller at amilleresq@aol.com or Andi Wirz at wizmor4@nyc.rr.com.
TRANSLATION  CO-Chair Needed
The Translation Committee is made up of parent volunteers who are fluent in a language other than English and are eager to act as translators and liaisons for parents who speak those languages. 

Our goal is to make Bard as welcoming as possible to all parents and guardians, whether they speak English or not, and to make sure all parents and guardians have access to information they need about their students’ school and education and have a way to get their questions answered. And we are open to suggestions and ideas about how to make the ethnic and cultural diversity of our families a vital part of the PTA!

Things we will do:

· Translate school and PTA notices into a variety of languages; 
· Provide contact people to help families who have difficulty with English;  

· Become a source for creative ways to make use of BHSEC’s rich international diversity.

So, if you speak Russian - or Chinese - or Arabic - or any other language and are willing to share your language skills, we need you!  
Please contact Shawn Campbell at dsnecamp@optonline.com
WHILE NOT STANDING COMMITTEES, THE PTA ALSO NEEDS VOLUNTEERS FOR:
CLASS REPRESENTATIVES AND PHONE TREE PARTICIPANTS  

Being a class parent and helping to operate a phone tree requires relatively little time but offers big payoffs in keeping parents informed and connected. It is envisioned that each grade would have about 4 class representatives who could organize and operate a phone tree for inviting families to various functions (e.g., PTA holiday party, auction, etc.) and disseminate information rapidly (e.g., emergency snow day).  
To volunteer your services or learn more, please contact Eileen McColgan at 212-226-2750 or etmccolgan@verizon.net or Lynn Chandhok at lynn@chandhok.org
DELIVERY  
BHSEC is taking increasing advantage of the many services such as Materials for the Arts and PENCIL that make donated items available to NYC public schools. When we accept a donation, it is the responsibility of the school to arrange transportation.  

BHSEC very much needs a number of parents with cars or vans, as well as daytime availability, who can be called upon occasionally to help in the transportation effort.

If you can help, please contact Eileen McColgan at 212-226-2750 or etmccolgan@verizon.net or Lynn Chandhok at lynn@chandhok.org

LIBRARY 
The BHSEC Library appreciates parent assistance.  Here are some ways you can help:
1) Donate books, videos/DVDs or magazine subscriptions.  Donations of materials in a language other than English are especially appreciated;

2) Be a Library Volunteer!  Volunteers are welcome throughout the day or after school from 4-6, and training will be provided; and

3) BHSEC would love to host parents who are or know authors or publishers interested in discussing their work during Dean’s Hour.  

If you can help or would like more information, please contact our librarian Meghann Walk @ mwalk@bshec.bard.edu. 

WEB MASTER & WEBSITE MAINTENANCE 
We need computer literate, tech-savvy volunteers to help develop and maintain a website for the PTA (e.g., update calendar, post items such as approved PTA minutes, etc.). This is something that does not require you to attend meetings and could be managed at home.
If interested, please contact Eileen McColgan at 212-226-2750 or etmccolgan@verizon.net or Lynn Chandhok at lynn@chandhok.org

BARDWARE
Bardware is an assortment of tee shirts, hoodies and sport packs decorated with a Bard parent designed logo.  Sales of these items bring in a meaningful and growing source of revenue to support our programs.  We need ideas for expanded offerings and help in selling Bardware at school functions.

If you can help, please contact Gennie Perez @ gperez10029@yahoo.com
Position Description: School Leadership Team

(From the BHSEC PTA By Laws, as Amended on April 17, 2008)

Nominations for the Ninth Grade Parent Representative and One Alternate will be accepted tonight and the election will be held at the October 23rd PTA meeting.
School Leadership Team (SLT) Representatives:  The president or one Co-president of the PA/PTA shall automatically serve as a core member of the School Leadership Team. All other parent member representatives shall be elected by the general membership.  No person employed at BHSEC shall be eligible to serve as a parent member representative on the School Leadership Team.  Although the SLT is not a PTA Committee, PTA representatives to the SLT are considered to be unofficial members of the Executive Board.  With the exception of the 9th grade representative, they are elected in the same manner and at the same meeting as other PTA Officers.  All PTA SLT members shall exercise extreme diligence in representing the views of the parents and in the conveyance of information to the Executive Board and general membership.
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